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Hays. Kansas 67601

Phillips Petroleum Company
Bartlesville, OK 74003

Attached you will find a proposal to the Phillips Petroleum
Company to be considered as a funding need at Fort Hays State
University. The proposal describes a stone schoolhouse donated to Fort Hays State, which will be moved to campus, rebuilt, renovated and furnished as it would have been a century
ago.
The schoolhouse will be used primarily as a museum depicting
as nearly as possible the early western Kansas educational
frontier.
In conjuction with school children who come to see
Sternberg Museum, it is our hope to develop special programming
for the schoolhouse to stimulate their imaginations. It is
also our hope to have the various honorary societies at Fort
Hays State hold some or all of their meetings in the stone schoolhouse.
Additionally, special classes such as Western History, and
History of American Education may choose to meet there.
In
essence, it is hoped that the stone schoolhouse will provide a
supplementary classroom.
Completion of the project is estimated at $22,225.00. We respectfully request assistance from Phillips Petroleum Company
for the reconstruction of this stone schoolhouse which we hope
will become a living memorial to the faith of the pioneers in
the educational process.
·
If you have any questions regarding this proposal, plea~e contact me.
Thank you for your consideration .
Sincerely,

G. W. Tomanek
President
GWT:ps

WHY A ONE ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE?

The stone schoolhouse project began in the minds of three
Fort Hays State faculty members in the spring of 1976. These
professors were concerned with several events taking place in
their western Kansas environment.
One, as the world demand for Kansas wheat increased, more
farmers were interested in planting every possible unused acre
in wheat. This meant some stone schoolhouses were in the way
of the drill and combine. Another threat to the stone schoolhouses of our region came from a recent rash of crimes, which
were many times concealed by abandoned rural buildings. Law
enforcement officials encouraged fanners to tear down all ~uildings which were not presently occupied.
In addition, a bitter-sweet experience happened to one of
the teachers while visiting Knott's Berry Farm in southern California. Admiring the beautiful reconstruction of a western
frontier town, he noticed that the old frame schoolhouse was
taken from Beloit, Kansas.
It might be fine to export one old
schoolhouse for the visitors of California to tour, but what
about our own Kansas children? Wouldn't they be interested in
their own frontier heritage?
Finally, the publication of Land of the Post Rock by the
Regents Press clinched the idea orpr°eservation: any state can
save a schoolhouse, but only a few counties in western Kansas
can save a post rock limestone schoolhouse.
From that perspective, the opportunity of preserving the-past becomes a mission,
a duty, a responsibility.
At Fort Hays State, various departments, committees, and
individual faculty members began thinking about contributions
to the nation's bicentennial and, more specifically, the 75th
anniversary of Fort Hays State. What could be more in keeping
with the institution's educational mission than preserving an
old stone schoolhouse? Aside from the stone churches and the
more modern grain elevators (Kansas cathedrals), nothing is more
indigenous to our western Kansas heritage. And why should it
be preserved by Fort Hays State? Because our school was started
as a normal school which had the charge to train the teachers
of these stone schoolhouses.
There is a bit of Fort Hays State
in each one of them. Additionally, the stone schoolhouses are
of regional interest and Fort Hays State is the only regional
institution of higher education in western Kansas. We should
preserve a stone schoolhouse for. the western Kansans who have
passed on, as well as for those western Kansans of the future.
We should preserve a play ground, where on Sunday afternoons
families can gather to picnic, play, and get together in fellowship near the residence halls and married student housing.
We should preserve the Plymouth School.
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The Plymouth School, northwest of Wilson, Kansas, has
been selected from 32 limestone schoolhouses. It has been an
outstanding landmark for over one hundred hears in the Wilson
,area--a monument to the pioneers who built it.
Built in the year 1874-75, the school was used continuously
all but a few years, until closing permanently in 1936. Neglected and unused the past forty years, the school is now viewed
with renewed interest and a feeling of pride since the school
, has been given this honor and a new chance of active usefulness.
Now it will not be left to disintegrate back to the earth from \
which it was wrenched by pioneers over one hundred years ago.
When the Union Pacific Railroad reached Wilson in 1867, Plymouth
School was already standing. It was also near an old Indian J
Trail and weathered many other historical happenings.

(Q

Where would be a prominent place for this stone schoolhouse?
The most fitting place on campus for this stone schoolhouse
is the site . of the old gymnasium, east of Forsyth Library. This
site is favorable due to its close proximity to Sternberg Museum,
site of the ·internationally famous fossil in the Hall of Paleontology, the "fish within a fish." It is believed that people,
particularly groups of school students, coming to the campus on
a field trip to visit either Sternberg Museum or the stone schoolhouse will want to visit both upon arrival. This site also offers
ample parking in the lot between the tennis courts and the library.
The beautiful surroundings of the site is the third item in its
favor. Green lawns, tall trees, and a small creek would allow
the schoolhouse to blend in nicely with the environment. Located
between student housing and academic buildings, the walks past
its door will be well traveled.
Since Fort Hays State is the focal poirit of higher education
in Western Kansas, it is only fitting that the historic~l little
stone schoolhouse should find its final resting place on the
campus of this Regents institution.

PROPOSED BUDGET
1. B"uilding
Donated to Endowment Association, FHS by Francis Kaufman

0.00

2·. Dismantlement
Donated by members of Phi Delta Kappa

0.00

3. Transportation
Donated by Dave Van Doren, Hays contractor

0.00

4. Reconstruction
Building materials and lumber
(Horne Lu_rnber)
Labor
Foundation and floor
Precait concrete inside walls
Stone masonry labor
Roof trusses and sheathing
Cedar roofing
Insulating
Wall taping and texturing
Interior ceiling
Sheetrocking
Flooring
Painting

2,250.00
4,700.00
2,355.00
0.00+
675.00
0. OOi:
200.00
500.00

o.oo·k

905.00
0.00

Heating and air conditioning

1,640.00

Multi-media Program (automatic, activated by visitors)

3,000.00

5. Museum artifacts and exhibit equipmnet
TOTAL

+ Supplied by Fort Hays State industrial arts carpentry class

*

$ 3,500.00

Supplied in kind by members of Phi Delta Kappa

2,500.00
. $22,225.00

SUMMARY
The proposal submitted is a most practical one. We believe
it represents an educational need that fulfills the goals and
objectives of our total education program.
Its presence will remind the young people on campus and all
visitors of the principles which made our nation great. A plaque
recognizing the donors will be prominently displayed.
We want to show families how greatness came from prairie
schoolrooms; to show visitors from other states and other countries
the unique geological features of this post rock area of the high
plains; to remind us that along with wheat and cattle and oil,
education is our precious heritage.

